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WTO Fishing Deal Hailed As Historic
Though 'Not Perfect'
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PARIS — A World Trade Organisation (WTO) deal aimed at curbing overfishing was
hailed by conservation groups as a major turning point, even if it was the result of
compromises to seal the long-sought agreement.

Negotiations towards banning subsidies that encourage overfishing and threaten
the sustainability of the planet's fish stocks had been going on at the World Trade
Organisation since 2001.

The text was watered down compared to what had originally been envisaged, but
WTO chief Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala insisted it was better to get an agreement rather
than keep negotiating for years to come.

The fishing agreement was part of a clutch of deals that were struck after marathon
talks in Geneva to tackle food insecurity and place a waiver on COVID vaccine
patents.

The deal on fishing subsidies had 'environmental sustainability at its heart', Okonjo-
Iweala said.

The deal, she said, targets subsidies that contribute to illegal, undeclared and
unregulated fishing, and bans support to fishing in areas where fish stocks are
overstretched.

The agreement, she added, marks 'a first but significant step forward' towards
reducing the fishery subsidies that contribute to overfishing on unregulated high
seas.



Non-government organisations agreed.

'The new agreement is the product of compromise among 164 countries, so it's not
perfect, said Marco Lambertini, director general of WWF International.

'But the ocean needs help now, and marine ecosystems as well as coastal
communities cannot wait for a perfect solution, he said.

'What the WTO has delivered is an agreement that should be a catalyst for further
subsidy and fisheries reform.

Another NGO, Bloom, called it a 'first historic step for the ocean' and a 'giant step for
transparency’.

A study co-authored by Bloom found that subsidies to the fishing sector amount to
$35.4 billion worldwide in 2018, with 80 per cent going to industrial-scale fishing.

Oceana, an advocacy group, dissented, saying that the WTO had not rid the world of
subsidised overfishing.

'Our oceans are the big loser today, said Oceana CEO Andrew Sharpless.

'The WTO is losing its credibility. Member states are way overdue in adopting strict
rules that eliminate harmful subsidies, which is the single greatest global action we
can take to ensure a healthy and abundant ocean, he said.

'This meagre agreement falls demonstrably short of this target.



'A turning point’

Bloom founder Claire Nouvian said the WTO had been pragmatic.

The deal bans subsidies for illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, with a two-
year exemption for developing countries within their exclusive economic zones, or
200 nautical miles.

It also prohibits subsidies linked to overfished stocks, with a two-year reprieve for
poorer nations. India had threatened to block this article if it was not granted a 25-
year transition period.

In addition, the text allows for subsidies if they are implemented to rebuild the
fishing stock to a 'biologically sustainable level'.

Bloom warned that this exemption could open the door for industrial lobbies and
governments to create false measures to replenish fish populations.

NGOs hailed a 'transparency' clause that requires governments to report their
subsidies and other data.

'This is a turning point in addressing one of the key drivers of global over-fishing,
said Isabel Jarrett, who manages the campaign to reduce harmful fisheries
subsidies at the Pew Charitable Trusts.

'We did not have any monitoring mechanism, we have now a framework. This is
very, very important, she said.



